
 

Title: Exploring Reintegration Challenges of Female Return            

Migrants: A Study on Returnees of Manikganj District 

Presenting author name: Azmira Bilkis, PhD 

Affiliation details of the presenting author  

Associate Professor (Sociology), School of Social Sciences, 

Humanities and Languages, Bangladesh Open University, Gazipur-

1705, Bangladesh.  

 

Abstract:  
 

Bangladeshi female migrant workers often return to their home countries before the end of their 

working lives due to various challenges in their destination countries. The study found that upon 

return, these migrants face financial and social challenges in reintegration with their families and 

communities. A mixed methodology was used to collect data on the challenges faced by female 

migrants returning from the Middle East in villages of Singair Upazila of Manikganj district regarding 

their reintegration with their families and communities. Based on the returnees (during a ten-year 

reference period), a survey was conducted with 123 respondents using interviewer-administered 

questionnaires (both closed and open-ended questions) to collect quantitative data. In addition to the 

survey, the study also conducted focus group discussions (FGDs) and in-depth interviews to collect 

qualitative data. This study adopts a conceptual frameworkand shows that there is a relationship 

between the return and reintegration experiences of female returnees. Based on the new economic 

labor migration theory and neoclassical theory, the study also shows that returning migrants need to 

be socially and economically integrated, as most of them live in vulnerable situations after their 

return. Therefore, the study points out the need for a specific policy framework and effective 

initiatives for the reintegration of returnees. 
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