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Abstract:

When fraud infects forensic science, there is the potential for miscarriages of justice, both civil and
criminal. Such conduct is extremely serious and deservedly has the potential itself to result in
criminal prosecution. In addition, when illegality or unlawful conduct takes place in the
investigative process, there is the potential for the fruits of such conduct, in the form of expert
evidence by forensic scientists, to be contaminated. This raises difficult questions of policy and
principle about when courts should be permitted to utilise evidence obtained contrary to processes
permitted by law. This paper scrutinises these matters, engaging with the issues of principle and
reviewing statutory provisions governing the use that can be made of illegally and improperly
obtained evidence.
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